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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1,4, 14, and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Sugiura et al [U.S. Patent No. 6,259,406]. 

Regarding claim 1, Sugiura discloses a system for location search of a data processing 
device (1151) including a wireless communications unit (1 154) and a unit to output received 
radio wave information for location detection (1 163) (Figure 1 1). The system comprises a unit 
(1 155) which acquires the received radio wave information from the data processing device by 
wireless communications (column 31, lines 18-30); a location detection unit (1503) which 
calculates position coordinate information to specify a location of the data processing device 
based on the received radio wave information (column 34, lines 27-36); a region information 
database (1502, 1505) in which region information is stored to designate a spatial range 
associated with the position coordinate information (column 34, lines 42-59); a search unit which 
searches the region information corresponding to the position coordinate information calculated 
by the location detection unit from the region information database (column 34, lines 7-20). The 
position detection request takes place at the control station. The control station acts as the search 
unit when managing personnel issues a request to locate a processing device and the process of 
finding the device begins. 



Application/Control Number: 10/820,038 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2636 

As for claim 4, Sugiura shows a system wherein the region information database stores 
the region information including space identification information associated with the position 
coordinate information to identify the spatial range designated by a plane coordinate of two 
points in a three dimensional space and a region in a vertical direction (Figures 15 and 16). 

As for claim 14, Sugiura discloses a method of location search of a data processing 
device (1151) including a wireless communications unit (1 154) and a unit to output received 
radio wave information for location detection (1 163) (Figure 1 1). The method comprises 
calculating position coordinate information to specify a location of the data processing device 
based on the received radio wave information acquired from the data processing device by 
wireless communications (column 34, lines 26-41); and referring to a region information 
database in which region information is stored to designate a spatial range associated with the 
position coordinate information, and searching the region information corresponding to the 
position coordinate information from the region information database (column 34, line 42- 
column 36, line 12). 

As for claim 18, Sugiura teaches a method of disposing a schedule information 
management unit storing schedule information (Figure 15, 1505 and Figure 17) including use 
time corresponding to the spatial range to judge whether or not the position coordinate 
information is an error based on the schedule information and correcting the position coordinate 
information based on the schedule information in a case in which the judgment result is the error 
(column 36 - column 37, line 39). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 2, 5-7, 13, and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Sugiura et al as applied to the claims above. 

As for claim 2, Sugiura discloses that a region information database stores region 
information including space identification information to specify the spatial range associated 
with the position coordinate information (see claim 1 above). The space identification 
information includes a space name allocated to the spatial range and range identification 
information. The system indicates the same content at a time when a plurality of spatial ranges 
specified by the different position coordinate information are handled as the same spatial range 
(figures 11-18 and column 35, lines 13-40). Sugiura does not specifically disclose a range set. 
However, a skilled artisan would have recognized that a space such as a room would include a 
plurality of coordinates indicating different positions throughout the room. One of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time of the invention would have recognized that a range set of positions was 
obviously present in the invention of Sugiura for distinguishing between rooms. 

As for claims 5 and 15, Sugiura discloses a system, which manages the location of the 
data processing device, and means for transferring the position coordinate information calculated 
by the location detection unit and the region information searched by the search unit to the 
system (column 20, lines 35-40, column 21, lines 42-50). Sugiura does not specifically disclose 
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a computer system. However one of ordinary skill in the art would have recognized that the 
control station taught by Sugiura was a computer with a display unit. 

As for claim 6, Sugiura discloses a system, which manages a location of the data 
processing device (control station) and a means for transferring the position coordinate 
information and the region information to the system (position information system). The system 
includes a unit which uses the position coordinate information and the region information to 
produce display information capable of confirming the location of the data processing device and 
a display device which displays the display information on a display (column 20, lines 24-39). 
Sugiura doesn't specifically disclose that the system is a computer. However, one of ordinary 
skill in the art would have recognized that a processing device and a display screen were present 
in the invention of Sugiura. This reasonably appears to meet the limitation of a computer 
system. 

Regarding claim 7, Sugiura teaches that a map including the location of the data 
processing device may be displayed (column 20, lines 35-39). 

As for claim 13, Sugiura discloses a system comprising a schedule information 
management unit (1505), which stores schedule information including use time corresponding to 
the spatial range. The search unit determines uses the position coordinate information along with 
the schedule information to determine if the position coordinate information is correct (columns 
35-37). Sugiura does not specifically disclose that the search unit judges whether a position 
coordinate is an error. However, Sugiura does show that errors are calculated and coordinate 
information is used along with known information to determine a correct position of a data 
processing device. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
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the invention by the applicant that some sort of judgment as to whether or not the position 
coordinates are correct must take place. Sugiura reasonably appears to meet the limitations of 
the claim. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 3, 8, 9-12, 16, and 17 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. All cited references disclose location detection systems that were known in the art at 
the time of the invention by applicant. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Eric M. Blount whose telephone number is (571) 272-2973. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 8:00 am - 4:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeffrey Hofsass can be reached on (571) 272-2981. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Eric M. Blount 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2636 
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